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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Daily Leader Seward County commissioners are expected to vote today on a proposed
budget which would take the county’s mill levy from 27.511 mills this year to 33.701 mills in
2011 – a jump of about 22.5 percent.
According to numbers obtained from
county administrator Mary Bloomer, the county has not seen that kind of rise since 2005, when
the mill levy rose from 20.8 mills the previous year to 25.411 mills – a 22.2 percent increase,
just slightly less than the increase in the proposed 2011 budget.
The 20.8 levy in 2004 was the lowest for the county when looking at numbers going as far back
as 1998 and going forward to the projected 2011 budget, but Bloomer said the levy for that year
is somewhat misleading.
“There was an event with the state where counties were allocated funds, and then, they were
stopped in approximately October, November (2004),” she said.
Bloomer referred to the term loss of demand of transfer funds, which occurred in 2004.
“That’s where counties lost a fair percent – some counties 10 to 15 percent – of their funding
from the state,” she said.
Bloomer said for this reason, the 2004 budget may not be a good reflection of recent budget
history in Seward County.
“It’s obviously out of sync with the rest of the years there, and that is what happened toward the
latter quarter of that year,” she said. “Counties were notified that they would not be receiving the
funding.”
Bloomer explained the county’s mill levy is determined by its valuation, which is made up of four
categories – real estate, personal property, utilities and oil and gas.
“Each of these categories makes up your entire county valuation,” she said.
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Oil and gas is projected to bring in about $82.7 million for 2011, down nearly 36 percent from
the 2010 total of $129.1 million. That would be the lowest amount since 2004, according to
Bloomer. She added prior to that year, oil and gas brought in significantly less to the county’s
valuation.
Bloomer said 1 mill will raise 1/1,000 of the county’s valuation, and with the projected valuation
down sharply from 2010, that means one mill in 2011 will raise significantly less revenue.
The projected valuation for 2011 is nearly $270 million. That total is almost 15 percent less than
the 2010 amount of $316.7 million, as the county is estimating it will raise its mill levy about 22.5
percent for 2011, going from 27.511 mills to 33.701 mills next year. That number is the first time
the levy has reached more than 30 mills when reviewing numbers from the county dating as far
back as 1998.
“This particular year, you can see the oil and gas went down significantly from the 2010 budget
year,” she said. “Real estate went up a little bit.”
Real estate in 2010 was nearly identical with 2009 – $123,283,257 in 2010 and $123,283,258 in
2009. Personal property was down slightly – about $550,000 – in 2010. The remaining
categories of the budget remained fairly steady, as did the mill levy, decreasing only about
40/1,000 of a mill.
“So we didn’t get hit with the punch that we did with this,” Bloomer said referring to the proposed
2011 numbers.
The administrator said historically, oil and gas has been the driving factor in Southwest Kansas,
particularly in Seward County, producing as much as 30 to 40 percent of its valuation.
“The highest year for oil and gas valuation was 2006 (at $144.1 million),” she said. “You had a
large increase from 2005 ($107.3 million) to 2006 almost at the same proportionate rate we had
a drop this year.”
Bloomer said the county traditionally reduces the dollars in its valuation slightly due to cases
being heard by the state’s board of tax appeals, which likely will be approved.
“This number was reduced slightly because of that to give us a true picture so we didn’t have a
false higher number in our valuation,” she said. “That’s by about $100,000.”
Bloomer explained how the county’s valuation numbers are determined.
“We get a report from the clerk’s office, and I believe she gets those numbers certified through
the appraiser’s office,” she said. “These numbers are certified by the county clerk, and that’s
where we get the numbers to plan our county budget. She does work with the appraiser hand in
hand to determine those values.”
Bloomer said many people believe the rate a mill brings in revenue is a set number, but she
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said that figure changes from year to year.
“A mill isn’t a mill isn’t a mill if you look and see what the valuation is,” she said. “I think that’s a
misconception of a lot of people if you have 30 mills this year and 30 mills last year. They aren’t
apples to apples.”
Bloomer said what the valuation is for a particular year determines what 1 mill will actually raise.
“A mill for the 2011 budget raises significantly less than it did for this year,” she said. “For us to
be able to provide the same services to the constituents, the board has to raise the taxes.”
Bloomer said though the proposed 2011 mill will raise less money, it is still the highest of the
levies dating back to 1998. Despite this, she said the county did not cut any services.
“They have a bare bones budget,” she said.
Bloomer said many counties surrounding Seward did cut social services last year.
“If you had the chance to look at other counties around us that rely on oil and gas, they’re all
struggling for the 2011 budget,” she said. “Some got a portion of it pro-rated for 2010. Most of
us got it for 2011.”
Bloomer said because many counties such as Seward have been hard hit with cuts, the state of
Kansas is looking at a committee to help prevent such severe circumstances in the future.
“I don’t know who is on the committee and what the time frame is if they’re going to do it,” she
said. “Obviously, it has to be within this budget year so the counties aren’t hard hit again for the
2012 budget year. There were enough counties hit that they’re going to do something to prevent
it – some sort of a pro-ration. I don’t know what the plan of attack will be.”
A public hearing is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. today in the Seward County commission chambers
in the Administration Building to hear and answer objections of taxpayers relating to the
proposed use of all funds and the amount of 2010 ad valorem tax in the proposed 2011 budget.
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