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For 17 years, Focus on
the Future and other commu-
nity groups have expressed to the
mmission an interest in a
recreation facility that provides
for a wide range of indoor
recreation actrvities, while serving
all age groups and abilities within
the community:

‘The City Commission has been
\tn(»u\]» e\al\ulmg the proposed
Liberal Community Rcucamn
Center for the past year. The
et Iva e e of
100,000 square feet, that meets
the indoor recreation needs

lescribed in this publication.

Should the City of Liberal build
and operate a Liberal
Community Recreation Center?
‘The City Commission has
decided to put the issue as part
of the 1-cent sales tax
expenditure to the voters at a
special election to be held on
May 10, 2011

Please take time to vote on this
important issue. This publication
is intended to inform Liberal resi-
dents on this matter prior to the

lection,

kikgral

Why build now?

Construction costs and interest
rates are at all-time lows,
Cument, orstncionand
furnishing costs for recreation
faciie e frm $100.0 per
square foot to $290.00 per squire
. The cost of constructi
and fumishing the community
secreation center i estimated at
$67.00 per square oot
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If the 1-cent sales tax is paying
for this, who funds the 1-cent
sales tax?

It has been established that approximately one-third of the One-
Cent Sales Tax i paid for b people who don' e in Liberal. In

other words,that means that over one third ofthe costs o the
Recteation Center willbe pad for by people [iving outside of

Will the community recreation
center raise my property taxes?

No.

The cost of financing, constructing, furnishing, operating and
maitaingth Ll Commdy Rection Cet vl s i
for with some of the Streets, Dreinage and Other Capi
v potio ot he oy of il O Capt Sl Tax

war Q&A

Down payment
of $1 on
has already
been set aside

The City Commission
has set the matter of
expending One Cent Sales
Tax funds to finance,
construct. furnish, operate
and maintain the Liberal
Community Recreation
Center on the May 10,
2011 special election.

“The City of Liberal
would use $1 million of
One Cent Sales Tax
revenue as a down
payment and finance an
estimated $5.7 million for
a period of 10 years
secured through a pledge
of the One Cent Sales Tax

The estimated annual
operational an
maintenance costs of the
Liberal Community
Recreation Center are
5525,000 that will be
offset by membership
revenue. Should the opera-
tional and maintenance
cos
mcmbmhup revenue, the
difference would be paid
for by the One Cent Sales

2
The debt service and any
shortfall o operational and
maintenance will be paid
the Street, drainage
and other capital
improvement portion of
the One Cent Sales Tax.

Common questions asked
about the proposed Liberal
Community Recreation Center

Why would senior citizens
want a recreation center?

Not o
fitness a r\d wlness
amenity be available, but
our Senior members will

be able ta enjoy

o=l
programming and clases.  The new faly vl haea
The City Recreation designted senor secion with
Centerwil beagreat  a cofee ba o S2inch TVsa
place to make new rends, —ganin resan room or 48
et old fiends and get  ps séees tothe entre

1id of tha tension you get bl

from very-day li

this ill be avalable or

the iscounted morthly rae of $17 per month!

Doesn't Liberal have enough
recreation facilities already?

There i a pressing need [or indoor space to
accommodate recreational and cultural progams or our
population. According o current lecl o servic indicators
Libera i lcking in indoor basketball cout, indoor voley

v, indooe walking and joggin tracks and indoor
soccer faciltes,fus fo name a few. For a city the size of
Libera, the National Recreation and Park Associaton.
(NRPA] recommends we have one muli-gencrationa
community recreation center,

Won't this keep us from
funding other important

commumty riorities?
0. Al osts associated with the Recteation

Will 2000 people really join the & (Dcmel m\i fj @E for out of the Streets,

facility?

Studies how that a communiy
can expect 1% t0 35% of its:
popilition o become members
For example, Garden City's m”‘
YMCA and City Recreation
Center have a combine
membership of 7800, whichis | Uoeialpropasik
29% of its Eopu\d(\ow\ At15% 200 10%

3,000 memberships. However, we
have conservatively projected a break-even point of 2,000
memberships, or 10% of Liberals population

How will we be able to afford
the ongomg operational
expense?
“The estimated annual operation
and mainienance cost of
will be offset by mem}\ey\k’
revence fomthe community
tectetion enter, With an average
membership cost of
month tmes the expec
membership level of 2,000
membersequals 525,000

Garden City
YMCARec Center

CapdInproyemcns
section of the O . The faclity
o5t ok st sy oo o th o st

sles tax from ts primary mission

Why doesn't the facility have a

ool?

Adding an indoor swiming pool b the Recreation
Center would mean an additional $1.7 million in construc:
o costs and an additions! 100000 in vl
opérational expenses, These addtionl coss would
estrict the mission of the Streets, Drainage and Other
Capital Improvements secton o the One Cent Sales Tax.

Z

How many people will the city
hire to operate the facility?

he Recreation Center, being open
da aveck vl e e Cayto hiea.
staff of 3 full-time and 28 part-in

employees
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